Primary cardiac lymphoma: death from cardiac asystole after attaining second complete remission.
A patient with primary high grade cardiac lymphoma, diagnosed by pericardial fluid cytology, achieved complete remission with chemotherapy. After a relapse 11 months later, a second complete remission was attained with radiotherapy and chemotherapy but the patient suffered a fatal cardiac asystole during intensification therapy. A review of the recent literature suggests that prognosis for this rare extra nodal lymphoma has markedly improved as a result of early diagnosis and prompt institution of aggressive antilymphoma therapy.